Reading Together
Strengthens Relationships.

ANNUAL REPORT

To facilitate supportive relationships for
children through family and friends reading aloud with them.

That all children will feel the security of caring adult
relationships and develop a love of reading through the read-
aloud experience.

Reading Legacies is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization
Federal Tax ID #27-0523331
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FOUNDER'S MESSAGE

Dear Friends and Fellow Community Members!

Your support in 2024 has provided incredible outreach into the community with gentle,
hope-building interactions for children and families throughout San Diego County and
beyond. As you know, one of our programs serves families who may live long distances from
each other due to incarceration - but your support helps these children to receive stories
read aloud by mother or father. As you know, reading aloud with children builds a solid
foundation for success in life for these children. They have learned that they are loved and
that reading is fun — mission accomplished!

Our services have been provided through the dedication of 715 volunteer hours in many
locations throughout San Diego County reaching 3,475 children, youth, adults, and
seniors with guidance, encouragement, library cards, books, and JOY. Our shared vision for
children in our county and country is gradually growing stronger each and every year -
thanks to you.

Your time, funds, and prayers for the future of children has given us one of our best years of
service ever and strengthened our community outreach into new collaborations which allow
us to reach more children at-risk of missing this foundational experience of family members
reading aloud with them. Without your consistent support, we could not provide these
important programs. Thank you for how much you care, and how generously you participate
in the work of Reading Legacies.

Blessings,

Betty J. Mohlenbrock

Founder & President
Stephen R. Lewis, M.D. Presidential Chair

-

Betty and Reading Legacies staff members



Each year, donors like you impact
thousands of lives through your
support of Reading Legacies!

Here is just a small sample of the

children and families whose lives
you changed in the last year!

~66
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Reading Legacies gave me a lifeline
to my daughter when | felt
completely cut off from the world.
Being able to record myself reading
to her reminded me that | was still
her father—still part of her life—

even if | couldn’t be there in person.
\.

| liked when we L

Reading together reminds
me of the father | want to be
—present, supportive,
nurturing. It gives me
purpose and direction, and
helps me show her love in a
consistent, meaningful way.

N

went, it was fun!
| like reading
with people!

- 99~

Wamalia
- mad at mama

I ?hink the workshop is |
amazing! It’s nice that
they give us an
opportunity to read to

66 \

Not only do [my children] get
to hear from me, but they get
to see me, see my face and
they get to hear me reading a
book to them & they get the
gift of the book. Such a healthy

| our children from here.

99’
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L interaction and good idea!

99~




66

My son and | haven’t |
seen each other in

person for a while so this
lets him know that I’'m
thinking of him and he

. knows I’'m still around.

99~

~66: —
It’s important to read with
the residents because it
gives them someone to
read a book with because
they might not always
read with their grandkids

1'am just so happy to have been)

afforded this opportunity. A

phone call is good and all but it

is not substantial (fulfilling).

This gives the interaction more

purpose and accomplishes

something important.
99~

if they have them.

99~
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Every time | do the
workshop | feel more
confident about her
development and
that her interestin

| reading will grow. :

.

f[“

Because of this program]
I am much closer to my
kids, | have learned to be
more comfortable with
them and they have seen

a better side of me!

D

[It’s] a good

people.

program. It was
nice to read and
talk with different

Reac;ing I'_‘ggaiesv2024 Annual Report



Our program reaching children of
incarcerated family members
gained momentum in 2024 in the
county jails in numbers of
volunteers and people served,
including: incarcerated veterans
and/or medically assisted
parents, grandparents, etc. The
gratitude and hope that is
created is unlike any other
programs they experience,
according to reports from

\participants in our program.

We continued providing the
foundational message and
materials to bring reading aloud
to children’s lives throughout the
community. participated in
resource fairs to promote our
mission and programs, and
“parent education workshops™ in
various collaborations with Head

\ Start and other agencies.
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Our 2024

Youth
Youth
and Children
2330 «
Children H

2237 Total

Beneficiaries

3475

(Combined Child and

S?-niOTSI ' Adult Categories)
-
Seniors
and Adults U‘
Adults

1043




Impact Story

After participating in a Reading Legacies workshop,
participants are asked to rate a series of statements to assess From young children at Head
impact and outcomes. The following are the percentage of Start centers to seniors in
respondents who indicated “Agree” or “Strongly Agree” to the retirement communities, 2024
indicated statements: saw a variety of
intergenerational activity where
our young reading ambassadors
shared their love of reading and
storytelling with the community.
The Girl Scout Troops of
Coronado were especially active
providing much appreciated joy
and connection with the
residents of Coronado
Retirement Village. /

“l am more interested in
reading than | was before
(even just reading by
myself).”

| 93%

“ think that | will become
more connected to my
child or young family
member(s).”

“Our famil ras with the . _
child(ren) more often AT
after receiving the book Our child(ren)’s

We continued our program

_Lurichiidirer. through several key

and video.” _relati O”SZ’P with the collaborations in 2024. Coronado
IhGArGaraa s parlalDant Public Library, Serving Seniors,
has improved as a result

of this program.” and Fredericka Manor all
continued facilitating
connections between distant
family members via video
recorded storybooks. Individual
participants described utilizing
- the program to celebrate
milestone and other annual
events with their family /

Reading Legacies 2024 Annual Report



CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS

January-December 2024

Reading Legacies is a 501(c)(3), nonprofit, public benefit organization supported by gifts and grants from individuals,
corporations, foundations, civic groups, and service organizations. Thank you!
$50,000+
?

$500-$999
$25,000-$49,999

$10,000-$24,999
$5,000-$9.999
$100-$499

$0.01-$99

$2,500-$4,999

$1,000-$2,499

“Dr. Stephen R. Lewis, M.D., the husband of Cheryl Lewis, one of the founding board members of Reading
Legacies, died September 21, 2010, after battling kidney cancer for more thana year. We are deeply
honored that Cheryl has chosen Reading Legacies to be the beneficiary of any gifts in his memory.

Following discussions with Cheryl and her family, the Reading Legacies Board of Trustees decided to
honor Steve's life by directing all donations made in his memory into the Stephen R. Lewis, M.D. Legacy
Fund for Reading Legacies. Legacy Fund donors are indicated with an asterisk.




CONTRIBUTING PARTNERS

Lifetime Monetary Donors
Donors who have contributed 10,000 or more in their lifetimes are listed with their lifetime giving.

$300,000+
$100,000- $299,999

$10,000 - $24,999

$50,000 - $99.999

$25,000 - $49,999

Please accept our apologies for any errors or omissions. If we have made a mistake, please let us know so that we can update our records.



VOLUNTEERS

Our mission thrives thanks to our devoted volunteers, without whom our work would not
be achievable. Our specialty lies in keeping families connected through shared reading
experiences, a commitment we uphold even amidst change. We've witnessed firsthand
the profound impact of reading on children, whether through recorded sessions or in-
person facilitation, with lasting benefits for both the reader and the listener.




2024 INCOME AND EXPENSE REPORT

Total Income: $480,748.00

Corporate, 0.10%
Government, Family

7.80% Foundations,

54.86%

In-Kind
Donations, 0.23%

Community
Foundation,
14.77%

Individuals, Fee For Service,
11.13% Corpor;te Service and Civic 5.14%
Foundations, Organizations,
3.76% 2.20%

Total Expenses: $409,861.00

Book Bridges
42%

Youth Readers
18%

_
Storybook
Inspirations
First Teachers 16%
12%

Fundraising/Mgmt/
General
12%

Reading Legacies is a nonprofit 501 (c)(3) organization. Federal Tax ID #27-0523331



Turning the Page into 202!

Reading Legacies is already off to a strong start this year, thanks to the strong
work accomplished in 2024 and thanks to you our donors and supporters!

“Read t'o' [eam” Event an Die |
- . go Unified School District
ARl BT Four!datlon Early Learners Resource Fair
and Dr. Seuss Foundation)

Reading Legacies receives
a County Proclamation from
the Board of Supervisors

adin
X O

Betty and Reading Legacies staff
with District Attorney Summer Stephan

Read along with our progress by
following us on social media!

@ ReadinglLegacies @ yf
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L
@
©
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Also, stay up-to-date on our exciting Cé .
2
<
!

1 '.":"'.::-'-..: #
| gt |

new campaign, “Read Five 2 Thrive”

www.readinglegacies.org o
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